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Abstract 
This paper reports and discusses how the IELTS test has 
brought its impact to Assumption College Thonburi English 
Program (ACTEP)’s exit testing, English courses offered and 
foreign teachers’ teaching. Two different methods of data 
collection apply; an interview with the ACTEP Academic Head 
and questionnaire for Grades 10-11 students and foreign 
teachers. It has been found that in order to assure Grade 12 
performance on the IELTS test, other well-known achievement 
tests have been put into the ACTEP academic policy. IELTS 
preparatory courses have been listed into the Grades 10- 12 
ACTEP curriculum. The findings show that the foreign teachers, 
both Native-English speakers and Non-Native English speakers 
teaching staff in the ACTEP, need more insights to the IELTS 
test format. It is also well worth recommending that students 
need to practice more during their high school years as their 
Grade 11exit test, the CU-TEP test, cannot reflect all strategies 
needed in the IELTS test. 
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Introduction 

Assumption College Thonburi (ACT), a private school officially established in 

1961, has been serving 5,208 students altogether from Grades 1-12 with a 

variety of academic programs. In the academic year 20101 there are 294 Thai 

                                                            
1 Thailand’s academic year starts in the middle of May and ends in early March of the following year. 
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teachers and 60 foreign teachers working for ACT. The two main programs at 

ACT are as follows: 

Program 1: Bilingual Program which offers three core subjects including 

English, Science and Mathematics; partly taught in English by foreign 

teachers and partly taught in Thai by Thai teachers.  

Program 2: English Program which offers English, Mathematics, Science, 

Music, Basic Vocational, Physical Education and Health Education taught in 

English by foreign teachers, accompanied by Thai teachers. 

Assumption College Thonburi English Program (ACTEP) was 

established in the academic year 2006, starting with Grade 1, Grade 4 and 

Grade 7. In the academic year 2009 ACTEP Grade 10 was begun for Grade 9 

students of that year. Currently in the academic year 2010, Grades 1- 11 are 

being operated, and ACTEP will have its completion of Grade 12 in May 2011. 

English is used as the medium of teaching in the six subject groups; namely, 

Mathematics, English, Science, Health and Physical Education, Career and 

Technology and Music based on the Ministry of Education Curriculum 2554 

B.E.  

Numbers of Classes, Students and Teachers in the Academic Year 2010 

The two tables below show the number of students enrolled and foreign 

teachers working in ACTEP in the academic year 2010. 
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Table 1 

Number of ACTEP students in the academic year 2010 

 

 
 

Each grade consists of two sections, Section A and Section B, except for 

Grade 2, which consists of three sections due to the availability of one extra 

classroom in the academic year 2009. Maximum number of students in each 

section is 30 as required by the Ministry of Education of Thailand. 

Table 2 

Number of grades 1-11 ACTEP foreign teachers in the academic year 2010 

 
Strand 

Native-
English 

Teachers 

Non-Native 
English 

Teachers 

Total 
Number 

of Foreign 
Teachers 

Mathematics 3 4 7 
Science (including Biology, 
Physics and Chemistry) 

1 7 8 

English 5 0 5 
Physical and Health 
Education 

1 1 2 

Music 1 1 2 
Career and Technology 1 1 2 
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Foreign Teachers in the English Program are required to obtain at least 

their Bachelor Degree in related teaching before they apply to teach at 

ACTEP. Non-Native English teachers are required to pass at least IELTS score 

7.0, TOEFL score 580 paper-based and TOEIC score 750 before they can be 

employed to teach in ACTEP. Every foreign teacher is assigned to be a club 

advisor for ACTEP students. Thai teachers are assigned to coordinate in 

different subject areas, but not to teach class. 

ACTEP Grades 1-12 Curriculum Structure 

The following tables shows number of periods (one period is 50 minutes long) 

spent on the eight core courses, supplementary courses and student 

development activities taught in English and Thai in the ACTEP’s primary 

levels, lower-secondary levels and higher-secondary levels. Please note that 

for higher secondary levels, Grades 10-11; Section A and Sections B are on 

different strands due to their different subject focuses as shown in Tables 3-5. 

Table 3 

ACTEP grades 1-6 curriculum structures  

Total Number of teachers 12 14 26 

 
Strand 

Language 
employed 

in class 

Number of Periods: 
Week 
 
Grades 1-3 Grades 4-6 

Core Courses    
1. Mathematics English 5 6 
2. Science English 4 4 
3. English (Four-Skill English) English 5 5 
4. Health and Physical 
Education 
 4.1 Health Education 

 
English 

 
1 

 
1 

 4.2 Physical Education English 1 1 
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Table 4 

ACTEP Grades 7-9 Curriculum Structures  

5. Art  
 5.1 Visual art and Thai 
Performing Art 

 
Thai 

 

 
1 
 

 
1 

 
 5.2 Music English 1 1 
6. Career and Technology  
 6.1 Home Economics 

 
English 

 
1 

 
1 

 6.2 Computer Thai 1 1 
7. Social studies 
 7.1 Social studies, Religions 
and Cultures 

 
Thai 

 
2 

 
2 

 7.2 History Thai 1 1 
8. Thai Thai 5 4 
Total Numbers of Periods   28 28 
    
Supplementary Course    
1. Computer Thai 1 1 
Total Number of Periods  1 1 
    
Student Development 
Activities 

   

1. Ethics/Homeroom 
(Guidance Counseling) 

Thai 2 1 

2. Potential Development    
2.1 Reading Activities Thai 1 1 
2.2 Students’ Club English 0 1 

  2.3 Scout Thai 1 1 
  2.4 Chinese Thai and 

Chinese 
2 2 

Total Number of Periods  6 6 
    
Numbers of Classes taught in 
English per week 

 18 18 

Numbers of Classes taught in 
Thai per week 

 16 16 

Numbers of Classes taught in 
Thai and Chinese per week 

  1   1 

Total Numbers of Periods per 
week 

 35 35 

 
Strand 

Language 
employed 

Number of Periods: 
Week 
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in class  
Grades 7-9 

Core Courses   
1. Mathematics English 3 
2. Science English 3 
3. English (Four- Skill English) English 4 
4. Health and Physical 
Education 
  4.1 Health Education 

 
English 

 
1 

  4.2 Physical Education English 1 
5. Art (Visual art and Thai 
Performing Art) 

Thai 2 

6. Career and Technology  English 2 
7. Social studies 
  7.1 Social studies, Religions 
and Cultures 

 
Thai 

 
3 

  7.2 History Thai 1 
8. Thai Thai 3 
Total Numbers of Periods   23 
   
Supplementary Courses   
1. Mathematics  English 2 
2. English (Reading and 

Writing) 
English 3 

3. Computer Thai 2 
Total Numbers of Periods  7 
   
Student Development 
Activities 

  

1. Scout Thai 1 
2. Students’ Club English 1 
3. Guidance Counseling Thai 1 
3. Chinese Thai  

and Chinese 
2 

Total Numbers of Periods  5 
   
Total Numbers of Classes 
taught in English per week 

 20 

Total Numbers of Classes 
taught in Thai per week 

 13 

Total Numbers of Classes 
taught in Thai and Chinese 
per week 

  2 

Total Numbers of Periods per 
week 

 35 
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Table 5 

ACTEP grades 10-12 Science-Mathematics focus (section A) program and grades 10-

11 Mathematics-English focus (section B) program curriculum structures  

 
 Strand 

Language 
employed 

in class 

 Number of Periods: Week 
 
Grades 10-12 
(Section A) 

Grades 10-12 
(Section B) 

Core Courses    
1. Mathematics English 2 2 
2. Science English 2 2 
3. English English 2 2 
4. Health and Physical 
Education 
  4.1 Health Education 

 
English 

 
1 

 
1 

  4.2 Physical Education English 1 1 
5. Art (Visual art and Thai 
Performing Art) 

Thai 1 1 

6. Career and Technology  English 1 1 
7. Social studies 
  7.1 Social studies, Religions 
and Cultures 

 
Thai 

 
2 

 
2 

  7.2 History Thai 1 1 
8. Thai Thai 2 2 
Total Numbers of Periods   15 15 
    
Supplementary Courses    
1. Mathematics  English 3 3 
2. English (IELT Preparatory 

Course) 
English 2 2 

3. Computer Thai 2 2 
4. Physics English 3 0 
5. Chemistry English 3 0 
6. Biology English 3 0 
7. Thai Thai 0 1 
8. Social Studies Thai 0 2 
9. English (Academic Writing) English 0 5 
10. Music English 0 1 
Total Numbers of Periods  16 16 
    
Student Development 
Activities 
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Thus, as per the three curriculum structures above, English is used as 

the medium of teaching in more than half of each class time each week. 

English language, along with course material published or written in English 

is required during the students’ scheduled class time, 51.42 percent in Grades 

1-6, 57.14 percent in Grades 7-9, 68.57 percent in Grades 10-12 section A and 

60.00 percent in Grades 10-12 section B. 

IELTS as a Grade 12 Exit Test at ACTEP  

It was not until 2009 that ACTEP applied the minimum score of IELTS 5.5 as 

required by the Ministry of Education. This policy applies to every school in 

Thailand where English Program teaching in Grades 10-12 English is 

permitted to be conducted. The consequence of not being able to pass the cut-

off score is that the school will not be able to certify that the student attended 

the English Program. It can only be said that they graduated from 

Assumption College Thonburi bilingual program where Thai is mainly used 

in class. This can lessen their chance of being accepted into prestigious 

international institutions both in and outside Thailand. The equivalent tests of 

1. Military Practice/ 
Community-Service Activities 

Thai 2 2 

2. Students’ Club English 1 1 
3. Guidance Counseling Thai 1 1 
Total Number of Periods  4 4 
    
Numbers of Classes taught in 
English per week 

 24 21 

Numbers of Classes taught in 
Thai per week 

 11 14 

Total Numbers of Periods per 
week 

 35 35 
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the minimum score of IELTS 5.5 can be TOEFL score of 550 (paper-based) and 

TOEIC score of 650.  

Washback of IELTS on Exit Testing, Grades 10- 11 English Courses Offered 

and Teacher Teaching at ACTEP 

In studying how IELTS has brought its impact to Assumption College 

Thonburi English program ACT exit testing, English courses offered in 

Grades 10-11 and foreign teachers’ teaching. Two different methods of data 

collection apply; an interview with the ACTEP Academic Head and 

questionnaire for Grades 10-11 students and foreign teachers. 

Washback of IELTS on Other ACTEP Exit Tests  

An interview with the ACTEP academic Head was conducted to find out how 

IELTS affects the English exit testing at ACTEP. The interviewee is 32 years 

old and had started teaching Grade 10 English in the bilingual program in 

2001 before she became an ACTEP Thai Main Coordinator in the academic 

year 2006 and the ACT Academic Head in 2008 until present. The interview 

focused on how ACTEP has been keeping track of student’s English 

proficiency from Grade 1 to Grade 11. 

The interview reveals that starting from the academic year 2009 in 

order to assure Grade 12 performance on the IELTS test, other well-known 

achievement English tests have been put into the ACTEP academic policy. 

Different exams of University of Cambridge English for Speakers of Other 

Languages (ESOL) as set as exit tests at the end of Grades 2, 4, 6, 8, 9. In Grade 

10 and 11 as shown in the table:  
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Table 6 

ACTEP English Exit Tests 

 
Grade Exit Test 

Grade 2 Starters with minimum Pass score 
Grade 4 Movers with minimum Pass score 
Grade 6 Flyers with minimum Pass score 
Grade 8 Key English Test (KET) with minimum Pass score 
Grade 9 Preliminary English Test with Pass score 
Grade 10 Chulalongkorn University Test of English 

Proficiency (CU-TEP) at the score of 450 
Grade 11 CU-TEP at the score of 500 
Grade 12 IELTS (Academic Band) 

at the score of 5.5 on overall band 
 

It is worth noting that the Chulalongkorn University test of English 

Proficiency, (CU-TEP), is adopted at ACTEP as an exit test in Grade 10 and 

Grade 11 before the students take their IELTS in Grade 11 next school year. 

Chulalongkorn University Test of English Proficiency (CU-TEP) has been 

widely recognized nationwide among Thai higher secondary students and 

Thai and Non-Thai undergraduates who would like to apply for CU graduate 

schools and CU international programs. 

One of the most important reasons which leads ACTEP to employ this 

test as an exit test is the practicality of CU-TEP. The students can apply for 

CU-TEP at any month of the year depending on their time availability. Test 

takers can access CU-TEP test schedules and register for a test online by 

visiting http://www.atc.chula.ac.th. The CU-TEP test fee is 600 baht. The test 

components are taken in the following order: 

Skills tested Specific features Number of 
items 

Time allocated 

Listening Short Dialog 30 30 minutes 
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Long Dialog 
Monolog 

Reading Cloze reading 
Short text 
Long text 

60 70 minutes 

Writing Error Identification 30 30 minutes 
 Total 120 160 minutes 

 
Students who are not able to pass any of the exit tests will be required 

to pay extra tuition fees to take an extra English foundation course during 

their 4-week summer school in March in order to try to pass the equivalent 

exit test of their grade level. These exit tests, according to the interviewee, 

help keep track of the student’s progress in their English proficiency before 

they take IELTS during their Grade 12 year. 

Even though the IELTS test is an exit test for the Grade 12 student, the 

Chulalongkorn University Test of English Proficiency (CU-TEP) is selected to 

be an exit test for both Grades 10 and 11 students. One of the two reasons is 

the practicality of CU-TEP, which the students can apply for at any month of 

the academic year depending on their time availability. The second reason is 

that the CU-TEP can offer a testing on three main components of English 

proficiency: listening, reading and writing which are mostly identical with 

IELTS except for the CU-TEP Writing Section. 

According to Bemmel and Tucker (2011), there are some particular 

skills and strategies needed to ensure the success of IELTS talking. Those 

required skills and strategies are as follows:  

 
 Listening Skills 
1. Understanding the instructions 
2. Previewing and Predicting 
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3. Listening for specific information 
4. Checking and rewriting 
  

Reading Skills 
5. Previewing 
6. Interpreting the instructions and 

questions 
7. Scanning the text for specific answers 
8. Checking their answers 

 Writing Skills 
9. Preparation 
10. Writing 
11. Editing 
  

Speaking Skills 
12. Introduction and interview 
13. Individual long run (extended 

speaking) 
14. Two-way discussion 

 
The following extracts of CU-TEP are taken from Chulalongkorn 

University’s CU-TEP practice book (2004). 

Sample Questions from the CU-TEP Listening Section’s Short Dialog 

On the CD, students will hear 
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Students will read and answer the following questions on their answer sheet. 
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Sample Questions from the CU-TEP Listening Section’s Long Dialog 

On the CD, students will hear 

 

   
 
Students will read and answer the following questions on their answer sheet. 
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Sample Questions from the CU-TEP Listening Section’s Monolog 

On the CD, students will hear 
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Students will read and answer the following questions on their answer sheet. 
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Sample Questions from the CU-TEP Reading Section’s Long Text 
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Sample Questions from the CU-TEP Writing Section 

 
 

It is expected that the students’ test results of the CU-TEP can reflect 

how good the students are at listening, reading and necessary grammar in 

writing to be used in the IELTS testing. However, CU-TEP does not include a 

speaking part in their exam due to the fact that it is an inexpensive English 

proficiency test, compared to other tests like IELTS and TOEFL.  

Washback on Grades 10-11 English Courses Offered at ACTEP 

According to the ACTEP Grades 10-12 curriculum structure in Table 5, both 

Section A and Section B of Grades 10 and 12 have to study the 4-skill English 

as their core course and the IELTS preparatory course as their supplementary 
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course. In Grades 10-11 the English four-skill textbook Traveller (2009) series 

is selected for Grades 10- 11 core English courses. The IELTS Express (2006) 

series is the main course material for supplementary English course.  

Data collection 

In finding how CU-TEP and IELTS have influenced the ACTEP Grades 10-11 

English Courses offered, the below questionnaire was given to 39 ACTEP 

students in Grade 10 and 38 ACTEP students in Grade 11. 

Questionnaire for Grades 10-11  

Assumption College Thonburi English Program (ACTEP) Students. 

This questionnaire is to find out how the following facts are perceived by 

Grades 10-11 ACTEP students. 

1. All of the students are required to pass either TOEFL at the 

score of 550 (paper-based) or IELTS at the score of 5.5 on overall band during 

your Grade 12 study at Assumption College Thonburi. 

2. CU-TEP (Chulalongkorn University Test of English Proficiency) 

is used as the main English proficiency test in Grades 10-11 in the academic 

year 2009 and 2010.  

3. The ways that different subjects including Mathematics, Basic 

Science, Additional Science, Health and Physical Education, Music and Career 

and Technology are taught in English and that English courses are designed 

by having Class A (Science-Maths students) take a 4-skill English course (5 

periods/week) and an IELTS preparatory course (2 periods/week) and 

having Class B (Maths-English students) take a 4-skill English course (5 
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periods/week), an IELTS preparatory course (2 periods/week), and an 

academic writing courses (4 periods/week) during regular classes Mondays- 

Fridays.  

Please answer these background questions:  

1. I have been in ACTEP for ______ years and ______ months. 

2. For undergraduate program I wish to study in (name of 

faculty)___________________________________________________ (name of 

the institution)_____________________________________________(please 

circle the language employed as the medium of teaching) 

Thai        English 

 

Q
ue

st
io

n 
Ite

m
 N

o.
 

 
 
 

Question 

4 3 2 1 
I d

ef
in

ite
ly

 a
gr

ee
 

I t
en

d 
to

 a
gr

ee
 

I t
en

d 
to

 d
is

ag
re

e 

I d
ef

in
ite

ly
 d

is
ag

re
e.

 

1. I am fully aware that by the time I graduate 
from ACTEP, my IELTS score result needs to 
be 5.5 on overall band. 

    

2. I am fully aware of the format of the IELTS 
Academic exam. 

    

3. My CU-TEP score in the listening section has 
reflected/ will reflect my present listening 
ability. 

    

4. My CU-TEP score in the reading section has 
reflected/ will reflect my present reading 
ability. 

    

5. My CU-TEP score in the writing section has 
reflected/ will reflect my present writing 
ability. 

    

6. The 4-skill English course has helped/ will     
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help me prepare for the CU- TEP listening 
section. 

7. The 4-skill English course has helped/ will 
help me prepare for the CU- TEP reading 
section. 

    

8. The 4-skill English course has helped/ will 
help me prepare for the CU- TEP writing 
section. 

    

9. The IELTS preparatory course has helped/ 
will help me prepare for the CU- TEP 
listening section. 

    

10. The IELTS preparatory course has helped/ 
will help me prepare for the CU- TEP 
reading section. 

    

11. The IELTS preparatory course has helped/ 
will help me prepare for the CU- TEP 
writing section. 

    

12. The study of different subjects in English has 
helped me do better in the CU-TEP listening 
section.  
 

    

13. The study of different subjects in English has 
helped me do better in the CU-TEP reading 
section. 

    

14. The study of different subjects in English has 
helped me do better in the CU-TEP writing 
section. 

    

15. I foresee myself as a successful IELTS exam 
taker in Grade 12. 

    

 
Comments……………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………… 
 
Findings 

The following table shows the findings from the questionnaire for ACTEP 

Grades 10-11 students. 

Q  4 3 2 1 0 
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Question 

I d
ef

in
ite

ly
 a

gr
ee

. 

I t
en

d 
to

 a
gr

ee
. 

I t
en

d 
to

 d
is

ag
re

e.
 

I d
ef

in
ite

ly
 

di
sa

gr
ee

. 

N
o 

re
sp

on
se

. 

  G.10 
 

G.11 G.10 G.11 G.10 G.11 G.10 G.11 G.10 G.11 

1. I am fully 
aware that by 
the time I 
graduate from 
ACTEP, my 
IELTS score 
result needs to 
be 5.5 on 
overall band. 

15 18 21 18 30 2 0 2 1 2 

2. I am fully 
aware of the 
format of the 
IELTS 
Academic 
exam. 

13 21 14 4 8 13 3 0 1 0 

3. My CU-TEP 
score in the 
listening 
section has 
reflected/ will 
reflect my 
present 
listening 
ability. 

9 10 22 22 6 6 2 0 0 0 

4. My CU-TEP 
score in the 
reading section 
has reflected/ 
will reflect my 
present 
reading ability. 

10 10 23 21 4 7 2 0 0 0 

5. My CU-TEP 
score in the 
writing section 
has reflected/ 
will reflect my 
present writing 
ability. 

7 13 25 21 7 4 0 0 0 0 

6. The 4-skill 
English course 
has helped/ 
will help me 
prepare for the 
CU- TEP 
listening 

5 8 23 20 10 9 1 1 0 0 
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section. 

Q
ue

st
io

n 
Ite

m
 N

o.
 

 
 
 

Question 

4 3 2 1 0 

I d
ef

in
ite

ly
 a

gr
ee

. 

I t
en

d 
to

 a
gr

ee
. 

I t
en

d 
to

 d
is

ag
re

e.
 

I d
ef

in
ite

ly
 d

is
ag

re
e.

 

N
o 

re
sp

on
se

. 

7. The 4-skill English 
course has helped/ 
will help me prepare 
for the CU- TEP 
reading section. 

4 10 25 20 9 6 1 2 0 0 

8. The 4-skill English 
course has helped/ 
will help me prepare 
for the CU- TEP 
writing section. 

7 8 18 23 11 5 3 2 0 0 

9. The IELTS 
preparatory course 
has helped/ will help 
me prepare for the 
CU- TEP listening 
section. 

6 13 23 18 9 6 1 1 0 0 

10
. 

The IELTS 
preparatory course 
has helped/ will help 
me prepare for the 
CU- TEP reading 
section. 

6 12 14 20 17 6 2 0 0 0 

11
. 

The IELTS 
preparatory course 
has helped/ will help 
me prepare for the 
CU- TEP writing 
section. 

9 14 19 19 9 4 2 0 0 1 

12
. 

The study of different 
subjects in English 
has helped me do 
better in the CU-TEP 
listening section.  

15 15 14 16 9 6 1 1 0 0 

13
. 

The study of different 
subjects in English 
has helped me do 
better in the CU-TEP 
reading section. 

8 15 22 16 8 7 1 0 0 0 

14
. 

The study of different 
subjects in English 
has helped me do 
better in the CU-TEP 
writing section. 

7 14 22 20 9 4 1 0 0 0 

15 I foresee myself as a 10 7 15 25 8 4 3 1 3 1 
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. successful IELTS 
exam taker in Grade 
12. 

 
In regards to the students’ awareness of the fact they are required to 

possess a minimum score result of IELTS 5.5 on overall band by the time they 

graduate from ACTEP, there are 89.74 percent of the Grade 10 students and 

94.74 percent of the Grade 11 students who definitely agree or tend to agree to 

this fact.  

Regarding how the four-skill English course has helped them prepare 

for the CU-TEP listening, reading and writing, 70.08 percent of Grade 10 

students on average and 78.07 percent of Grade 11 students on average 

definitely agree or tend to agree with it. 

On average 65.81percent of Grade 10 students and 84.21 percent of 

Grade 11 students definitely agree or tend to agree that the IELTS preparatory 

course has helped them prepare for the CU-TEP listening, reading and 

writing section. 

On average 64.10 percent of Grade 10 students and 84.21 percent of 

Grade 11 students foresee themselves as a successful IELTS exam taker when 

in Grade 12 at ACTEP. 

It can be clearly seen that IELTS has influenced the ways the four-skill 

courses and the IELTS preparatory courses offered at ACTEP. At the same 

time, these English courses have brought more confidence to students in 

sitting CU-TEP and IELTS. 
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Washbacks of IELTS on Teachers’ Teaching 

The requirement which says that by the end of Grade 12 all EP students are 

expected to be able to pass the IELTS score 5.5 on overall band is announced 

to all ACTEP foreign teachers who teach classes in ACTEP at the beginning of 

the academic year 2010. Teachers of non-English subjects like Mathematics, 

Science and Home Economics are encouraged to utilize a variety of 

communication skills to widen the students’ experience in using English 

based on different content, which is expected to contribute to the students’ 

success on their IELTS taking.  

Data Collection 

In studying how IELTS has brought its impact to ACT teachers’ teaching, 

ACTEP foreign teachers were all given a questionnaire. Table 7 shows how 

long each teacher who answered the questionnaire in the study has been 

working for ACTEP. 

Table 7 

ACTEP Foreign Teachers in the Study’s Length of Employment  

No. Subject Grade 

Length of 
Employment 

(Month) 
1 Non-English Grades 1-6 24 
2 Non-English Grades 3-4 18 
3 Non-English Grades 5-6 3 
4 Non-English Grades 5-6 19 
5 Non-English Grades 7-11 10 
6 Non-English Grades 9-10 9 
7 Non-English Grades 10-11 3 
8 Non-English Grades 11 3 

No. Subject Grade 

Length of 
Employment 

(Month) 
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9 English Grades 1-2 4 
10 English Grades 3-4 3 
11 English Grades 5-6 8 
12 English Grades 7-8 6 
13 English Grades 7-8 9 
14 English Grades 10-11 4 

 
14 out of 26 questionnaires as shown below were collected from 8 Non- 

English subject teachers and 6 English subject teachers. 

Questionnaire for Assumption College Thonburi English Program (ACTEP) 

teachers 

This questionnaire is to find out how the following facts are perceived by 

ACTEP teachers.  

1.  All of the students are required to pass either TOEFL at the 

score of 550 (paper-based) or IELTS at the score of 5.5 on overall band during 

your Grade 12 study at Assumption College Thonburi can have an impact on 

their study in the English Program at Assumption College Thonburi. 

2. CU-TEP (Chulalongkorn University Test of English Proficiency) 

is used as the main English proficiency test in Grades 10-11 in the academic 

year 2009 and 2010.  

3. The ways that different subjects including Mathematics, Basic 

Science, Additional Science, Health and Physical Education, Music and Career 

and Technology are taught in English and that English courses are designed 

by having Class A (Science-Maths students) take a 4-skill English course (5 

periods/week) and an IELTS preparatory course (2 periods/week) and 

having Class B (Maths-English students) take a 4-skill English course (5 

periods/week), an IELTS preparatory course (2 periods/week), and an 
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academic writing course (4 periods/week) during regular classes Mondays- 

Fridays.  

Please answer these background questions:  

1. I have been teaching at ACTEP for ______ years and ______ 

months. 

2. List your teaching experience so far 

In Thailand ________ years_______months 

Outside Thailand_______years______months 

3. Please circle the subject you have been teaching at ACTEP 

English              Non-English 

4. Please write down the level(s) you have been teaching at ACTEP 

in the Academic year 2010 (from May 2010- April 2011) 

Q
ue
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n 
Ite

m
 N

o.
 

 
 
 

Question 

4 3 2 1 

I d
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I d
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1. I am fully aware that by the time the students 
graduate from ACTEP, their IELTS score result 
needs to be 5.5 on overall band. 

    

2. I am fully aware of the format of the CU-TEP 
exam. 

    

3. I am fully aware of the format of the IELTS 
Academic exam. 

    

 In teaching my subject, I practice with students 
the following skills 
 

    

 Listening Skills     
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4. Understanding the instruction     
5. Previewing and Predicting     
6. Listening for specific information     
7. Checking and rewriting     
 Reading Skills     
8. Previewing     
9. Interpreting the instructions and questions     
10. Scanning the text for specific answers     
11. Checking their answers     
 Writing Skills     
12. Preparation     
13. Writing     
14. Editing     
 Speaking Skills     
15. Introduction and interview     
16. Individual long run (extended speaking)     
17. Two-way discussion     

 
Comments……………………………………………………………………………
……..……………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Findings 

The findings can be shown as below. 
 

Q
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4 3 2 1 0 

I d
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1. I am fully aware that by the time the 
students graduate from ACTEP, their 
IELTS score result needs to be 5.5 on 
overall band. 

5 7 1 1 0 

2. I am fully aware of the format of the CU-
TEP exam. 

4 2 3 5 0 
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3. I am fully aware of the format of the 
IELTS Academic exam. 

6 4 3 1 0 

 In teaching my subject, I practice with 
students the following skills 

     

 Listening Skills      
4. Understanding the instruction 12 1 0 1 0 
5. Previewing and Predicting 10 4 0 0 0 
6. Listening for specific information 11 1 0 1 0 
7. Checking and rewriting 11 3 0 0 0 
 Reading Skills      
8. Previewing 8 5 1 0 0 
9. Interpreting the instructions and 

questions 
12 1 1 0 0 

10. Scanning the text for specific answers 11 3 0 0 0 
11. Checking their answers 12 0 1 0 1 
 Writing Skills      
12. Preparation 7 6 1 0 0 
13. Writing 6 7 1 0 0 
14. Editing 7 5 2 0 0 
 Speaking Skills      
15. Introduction and interview 7 7 0 0 0 
16. Individual long run (extended speaking) 3 10 1 0 0 
17. Two-way discussion 6 8 0 0 0 

  
On average, the teachers were well advised of the fact that ACTEP 

Grade 12 students are going to take IELTS and have to demonstrate English 

competence of the minimum IELTS 5.5 on overall band. There are 42.86 

percent of the teachers who definitely agree or tend to agree that they are 

aware of the format of the CU-TEP exam while there are 71.43 percent of 

teachers who definitely agree or tend to agree that they are aware of the 

format of the IELTS exam.  

The vast majority of the teachers definitely agree or tend to agree that 

they practice with the students the following skills in their teaching. 

• Understanding the instruction 

• Listening for specific information 
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• Previewing 

• Interpreting the instructions and questions 

• Checking their answers 

• Preparation 

• Writing 

• Editing 

• Individual long run 

All of the teachers definitely agree or tend to agree that they practice 

with the students the following skills in their teaching. 

• Previewing and Predicting  

• Checking and Rewriting  

• Scanning the text for specific answers  

• Introduction and interview  

• Two-way discussion  

As demonstrated by the data collected, IETLS has provided beneficial 

washback to the teachers’ teaching at ACTEP.  

Discussion and Recommendations 

1. From the finding, 82.05 percent of Grade 10 students on average 

and 85.09 percent of Grade 11 students on average definitely agree or tend to 

agree that CU-TEP can reflect their listening, reading and writing skills. 

However, from the fact that CU-TEP has no speaking test. IELTS mock 

speaking test is recommended for Grade10 and 11 twice a semester and is 

included in formative assessment every semester. In addition, the students 



Language Testing in Asia                           Volume one, Issue two                      July 2011 
 

65 | P a g e  
 

need to be advised that the writing section in CU-TEP is not the same as that 

of the IELTS which asks them to write an actual academic essay.  

2. A critical analysis of the students’ CU-TEP scores is conducted 

and the results are discussed mainly among teachers of English for an 

adjustment of their teaching strategies and planning at the very beginning of 

every school year. 

3. CU-TEP writing cannot reflect all strategies needed in IELTS 

writing test. This needs to be clarified to the students with IELTS writing 

sample questions. Students need to practice more during their Grads 10- 11 

English years. 

4. What is revealed in the data collected from the questionnaires 

for students is that more than 94.87% of Grade 10 students plan to attend an 

International Program, 37.83% of them to Mahidol University International 

Program and 32.43% of them to Chulalongkorn University and that more than 

86.84% of Grade 11 students plan to attend an International Program, 51.51% 

of them to Mahidol University and 42.42% of them to Chulalongkorn 

University; reconsideration of the cut-off IELTS scores is needed. From the 

Mahidol University website, applicants to Mahidol University International 

Program are required to pass IELTS at the score of 6.5 on overall band with at 

least 6.0 on the writing band.  

5. Teachers are one of the main factors of students’ success due to 

the fact that they provide language input and practice with the students on 

different strategies needed for IELTS. Considerations should be taken for a 
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training workshop by IELTS examiners to provide more insights to IELTS test 

format as shown from the finding of the students’ questionnaire that only 

33.33 percent of Grade 10 and 55.26 percent of Grade 11 know exactly what 

the IELTS format is like. It is also recommended that enough IELTS practice 

books and IELTS guidebooks are well stocked in the English teachers’ 

resource room or conor. Samples of questions from the IELTS Listening 

Module, the IELTS Reading Module, the IELTS Writing Module and the 

Speaking Modules along with how each module assess its examinee with each 

rubrics should also be well explained to the students. 

6. If possible, both core English courses and supplementary 

courses should be IELTS-oriented. According to three of the Grade 11 

students who went on the UK study tour to take an 8-week IELT preparatory 

course and passed the score of 5.5 when they were in Grade 10 said almost the 

same thing like “I can do better with IELTS if I am focusing on the test at least 3 

hours a day like when I was in the UK”.  

7. From the finding, on average 76.21 percent of Grade 10 students 

and 84.21 percent of Grade 11 students definitely agree or tend to agree that 

the study of different subjects in English has helped them do better in the CU-

TEP listening, reading and writing sections. Therefore, if possible teachers of 

non-English subjects such as mathematics should be advised that their 

English input is as important as that of the English teacher’s input. Involving 

them in an IELTS seminar or showing them sample models of IELTS exams 
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could be done at the beginning of every school year or semester and would be 

a great idea. 

8. English-speaking activities should be offered more to students. 

This can help students learn to use the language in a wider range of 

experiences. 
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